
No later than end of Q2 2026

No later than end of Q1 2026 No later than end of Q3 2026

No later than end of Q1 2026

No later than end of Q2 2026

No later than end of Q3 2026

No later than end of Jan 2026

NESO publishes 
case for change

Ofgem approve 
NESO’s connections 

reform proposals 
in favour of First 

Ready, First Needed 
approach

NESO publishes the 
Readiness Declaration

Deadline for 
Project Designation 

information gathering 
form closes

Initial assessment 
of evidence

NESO and 
DNO evidence 

gathering closes

Gate 1 offers > self declared 
projects, failed to submit 

application and failed initial 
checks will be issued

NESO publishes 
Evidence Submission 

handbook

*Including relevant demand connections.
Following the extension announced on 16 July, subsequent dates may be subject to change.

NESO publishes full connections 
reform timeline and open 

dedicated communication 
channels for reform support 

Detailed checks of evidence. 
Customers should be available 

for questions about their 
application 

Gate 2 Protected Transmission 
connected projects offers  

(with 26/27 dates) will be issued

Projects that might be eligible 
for Project Designation status 
invited to submit additional  

information  

Q2Q1 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4Q4

NESO’s evidence 
portal opens

Start of customer 
notifications about 

applications (Transmission) 

DNOs customer 
evidence 

gathering opens

NESO begin 
weekly customer 

webinar series

Start of customer notifications 
about applications (Distribution)

Gate 2 Protected distribution 
connected projects offers  

(with 26/27 dates) will be issued

Gate 1 offers > issued for 
projects failing detailed checks 

and strategic alignment

Gate 2 Final customer 
notifications about applications 

post 2030 (Distribution)

Gate 2 Final customer offers 
regarding applications 

up to and including 2030 
(Transmission) 

Gate 2 Final customer offers 
about applications post 2030 

(Transmission)

Gate 2 Final offers about 
applications up to and including 

2030 (Distribution)

Gate 1 Final customer 
notifications

15 April 2025

20 May 2025 10 June 2025

Sept - Nov 2025

20 May 2025 8 July 2025

Notifications will take 
place no later than 

W/C 1 Dec 202520 May 2025 12 June 2025

No later than W/C 1 Dec 2025

Later in 2026 

2 May 2025 10 June 2025

July - Sept 2025

26 August 2025

No later than end of Q4 2025

December 2022

Connections Reform Timeline*


