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Connections Reform 
Next Steps Webinar

13 May 2025
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Agenda Item Timings

1. Welcome and changes to the connections 
methodologies 15 mins

2. Update on additional documentation 10 mins

3. Gate 2 to Whole Queue high-level timeline 5 mins

4. Project Designation 5 mins

5. Q&A 25 mins
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Changes to the 
connections 
methodologies
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Changes to Methodologies

Changes following Ofgem’s decision
Gate 2 

Criteria 
Methodology

Connections 
Network 
Design 

Methodology

Project 
Designation 

Methodology

Removal of references to WACM1 “Pause”

Update Protection Clause 2a

Update Protection Clause 3

Clarify requirement for embedded customers to resubmit 
Queue Management milestone evidence

Typographical and other consequential changes
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Changes to Protections (2a)

• Projects that are eligible for Protection Clause 2a will now also 
have their connection date and Point of Connection protected 
if they are contracted to connect in 2027 or earlier 

• M7 is not required to be eligible for this enhanced protection of 
date and PoC, unless the project does not require planning 
consent

Protection Clause 2a (CMP435)

Projects connecting in 2026 or earlier can still be covered by Protection Clause 1 if they 
submitted planning after 20th December 2024 and obtain this in time for CMP435, 
however these projects will still need to have met M7
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Changes to Protections (3)

Submitted planning by 
20th December 2024?

Eligible for Protection 
Clause 3a

Submitted planning by 
closure of CMP435 
Gated Application 

Window?

Eligible for Protection 
Clause 3b

YES

YES
NO

Scenario: Project receives a Gate 1 offer in CMP435. Has since obtained planning consent and 
applies again in CMP434.
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Changes to Protections (3)

• All projects with ‘existing agreements’ that submitted planning on or before 20th December 2024 
will now be eligible for full protection under Clause 3a

• Full protection means these projects are allowed to exceed both the zonal and GB permitted 
capacities

• A 'decision' (refusal or non-determination) is no longer required before the closure of the CMP435 
application window; projects that are in earlier stages of the process when the application 
window closes will still be protected if they ultimately go on to obtain consent

• There is no longer a requirement to submit an appeal following non-determination
• As before, this protection clause will apply in any future CMP434 window, not just the first window 

following CMP435

Protection Clause 3a (CMP434)

• All projects with ‘existing agreements’ that submitted planning after 20th December 2024 will be 
partly protected under Clause 3b

• They will be allowed to exceed the zonal permitted capacity, but must still be within the GB total 
permitted capacity

• As before, this protection clause will apply in any future CMP434 window, not just the first window 
following CMP435

Protection Clause 3b (CMP434)
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Changes to Protections
Protection Clauses

1 2a 2b 3a 3b

CMP435 or CMP434? 435 435 434 434 434
Guaranteed place in 
queue? YES YES YES YES NO

Connection date and 
Point of Connection 
(PoC) protected?

YES If 2027 or 
earlier N/A N/A N/A

Allowed to exceed 
zonal permitted 
capacity?

YES YES YES YES YES

Allowed to exceed GB 
permitted capacity? YES YES YES YES NO

Clean Power 2030 
Action Plan: 
Connections 

Reform Annex

“Permitted Capacity” 
= CP30 capacity 
minus built and 

operational capacity
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Update on 
additional 
documentation
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Published version to support G2WQ 
submission CMP 435) and the 
enduring process (CMP 434)

Updates to existing and
new supporting guidance

Queue Management Guidance 
(updated)

LoA Guidance (updated)

Guidance on Material Technology 
Changes

Guidance on Gated Modification 
Applications

Interactivity Guidance (updated) – 
draft

Published version to support 
‘enduring’ connections process (i.e 

CMP 434)
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Additional documentation (1 of 2)

Title What it does Changes When

NESO LoA guidance 
(draft published 30th 
April)

Explains requirements for G1 and G2 
connection applications relating to 
• Original Red Line Boundaries/ Red 

Line Boundaries
• Minimum acreage requirements 

(energy density table)
• Letter of Authority/ Letter of 

Acknowledgement

Includes: 
- Cover note explaining key changes 

due to CMP 434/435
- Since 30th April, added summary 

table comparing requirements 
across Gate 1 and Gate 2 

12/05/25

NESO Queue 
Management guidance 
(draft published 30th 
April)

Explains requirements for Queue 
Management evidence submission 
(does not apply to embedded 
projects) 

Includes: 
- Cover note explaining key changes 

due to CMP 434/435
- Since 30th April,  added minor 

clarification to explain how we 
identify the MW capacity when 
checking Planning Consent docs 
(relevant for Protections in G2WQ)

12/05/25
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Additional documentation (2 of 2)
Title What it does Changes When

NESO Gated ModApp 
guidance

Provides guidance on what is a Gated Modification 
under connections reform, and classifies various 
Modifications Applications as being Gated or non-Gated

Applicable under enduring reform once a Gate 1 or Gate 
2 connection agreement is in place; not relevant for 
G2TWQ

New 12/05/2025

NESO Material 
Technology change 
guidance 

Clarifies the treatment of technology change requests, 
including principles by which technology changes may 
be considered 'material' and consequent impacts on 
relative queue positions of projects

Applicable under enduring reform once a Gate 1 or Gate 
2 connection agreement is in place; not relevant for 
G2WQ

New 12/05/2025

NESO Interactivity 
guidance (published as 
draft for two weeks)

Outlines process NESO and TOs undertake when two 
applications are submitted at the same time, but which 
cannot both be accommodated

• Updated to reflect 
change in scope 
due to CMP 434. 

• Otherwise no 
changes

12/05/25
Consulting on 
this draft for 
two weeks.
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Reform 
timelines
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Q2 2025 Q3 2025 Q4 2025 Q1 2026 Q2 2026

D Open for Evidence

T Window

Customers will be notified on 
the outcome of their application 

(G1 or G2) in Sep 2025

Gate 2 Queue Phase 1 Offers - T

Gate 2 Queue Phase 2 Offers – D

Gate 2 Queue Phase 1 Offers - D

Submission WindowKey Milestone Issuing Offer

G2TWQ Plan

Ofgem Decision
In Apr 2025

Licence Standstill 
56 Days Notice Period

4 Weeks

Publication of timetable for 
existing agreements in Jun 2025

Notes:
• DNO will start accepting evidence this month.
• T window is expected to open in July, the exact date will be confirmed with at least 4-week notice.
• NESO will continue sharing guidance documents and hosting webinars for customers in the lead up to the window, 

details of these will be shared via our website.
• Queue Phase 1 Offers will be prioritised

Gate 2 Queue Phase 2 Offers – T
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Year ahead indicative plan

Methodology 
updates / apply 

lessons learned – 
until Nov 2025

CMP434 window 1 
opens – before end 

2025 

Update 
methodologies post 

consultation – 
Jan/Feb 2026

Submit updated 
methodologies to 

Ofgem for decision 
– end Feb 2026 

Updated 
methodologies in 
place - April 2026

CMP434 window 1 
offers – by mid 

2026

CMP434 window 2 
opens – mid 2026
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Project 
Designation
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Project Designation
1. Designation process is separate to the G2TWQ evidence submission process – applying for 

designation does not mean you have applied for Gate 2 and vice versa

2. We will share draft project designation submission materials shortly for innovative and long 
lead time projects.

3. We encourage anyone who is going to seek designation to familiarise themselves with the 
materials and engage bilaterally ASAP.

4. Prospective applicants may provide information using the draft submission materials at 
anytime and we encourage you to do so.

5. We intend to make final submission materials available on 11 June – applicants who have 
provided information early will still need to make a formal application.

6. We will make reasonable endeavours to decide on all applications before G2TWQ evidence 
window closes, but this may not be possible.

7. If we receive an application for designation after 15 July we will definitely not be able to make 
a decision before G2TWQ evidence window closes.

For further information contact: Neil.Copeland@neso.energy 

 

mailto:Neil.Copeland@neso.energy
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Q&A
Upcoming events:

• Date tbc (End of May)
Reform Readiness Declaration Webinar

Register your interest below:



Modapps and Modapp fees  (1)



Modapps and Modapp fees  (2)



Guidance Documents 



TEC Reduction, Securities & Liabilities (1)  



TEC Reduction, Securities & Liabilities (2) 



Gate 1



Hybrid projects 



Protections



Data and Information



Misc (1)



Misc (2)
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Thank 
youTh

Upcoming events:

• Date tbc (End of May)
Reform Readiness Declaration Webinar

Register your interest below:
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