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Long-term 2029: Potential Project-Specific Reservation 

Version Control
	Version number
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	Notes

	V1
	15 April 2025
	Additional proforma as part of the Long-term 2029 at EOI Stage. 


Context/Background 
During the course of the Long-term 2029 Expression of Interest (EOI) window, NESO has received a suggestion from the market to consider leveraging the project-specific reservation[footnoteRef:2] mechanism being introduced by Connections Reform. [2:  Project-specific reservation is where the physical connection and associated capacity is held for specific projects that hold a Gate 1 contract.] 

The rationale for this suggestion is due to the timelines for the Long-term 2029 tender being in parallel to the Gate 2 to Whole Queue (G2tWQ) Connections Reform process, whereby market participants might be interested in bidding in for the Long-term 2029 tender, based on existing connection agreements[footnoteRef:3] they hold, but face the uncertainty associated with G2tWQ.  [3:  An existing connection agreement is a countersigned connection agreement with in-scope pre-energised projects, which is in place by the ‘EA Cut Off Date’, as described in CUSC Section 11.] 

NESO have considered this suggestion, and would like to invite any market participants submitting an EOI to complete the below proforma if they would like for one of their existing connections to be considered for project-specific reservation to enable a Long-term 2029 tender submission.  
If so, this form must be returned in addition to the already published EOI Submission Proforma excel spreadsheet. For more details on the EOI submission process please refer to the Instructions to Tenderers document.  
How will project-specific reservation work? 
· Step 1: As part of the EOI, bidders who would like for their existing connection(s) to be considered for project-specific reservation (as set out within the Connections Methodologies and CUSC) should complete and submit this form as part of their EOI submission. 
· Step 2: After receipt of EOI submissions, NESO will review and consider all project-specific reservation proformas received.
· Step 3: Between EOI and Invitation to Tender (ITT), NESO will decide whether to grant any of the project-specific reservations (and still subject to the CNDM queue formation process)
· Note: if a bidder is not successful as part of the wider EOI process they will not be considered for project-specific reservation. 
· Note: NESO reserve the right (at their sole discretion) to grant some, all or none of the project-specific reservations requests (indicated through the completed pro-formas).
· Step 4: Prior to ITT stage, NESO will inform the bidders whether their connections will receive project-specific reservation. 
· Step 5: If NESO decide to grant project-specific reservations, such reservation will remain in place until one of the following points in time: 
· ITT submission deadline: If a bidder with project-specific reservation does not return a tender submission based on that project-specific reservation connection (or does and then later withdraws from the process), the project-specific reservation will be removed. 
· Contract Award: if a bidder submits a tender submission based on the project-specific reservation, but is unsuccessful in the tender, the project-specific reservation will be removed at contract award stage.
· If a bidder is successful on the basis of a project-specific reservation connection, the project-specific reservation will remain in place until they meet the Gate 2 criteria (subject to this being within a reasonable period of time).
Return Information 
Please complete the below table for any existing connection agreement you hold that you would like to be considered for project-specific reservation. As above, and for the avoidance of doubt, indicating that you wish to be considered for project-specific reservation does not bind NESO in any way to later reserving for your project(s), and indicating that you would like to be considered in this pro-forma does not impact your later participation in the Gate 2 to Whole Queue process. 
Please duplicate this table and complete it for each project / connection agreement that you would like to put forward to consideration. 

	Question
	Response 

	Company Name 
	

	Connection Location (Substation) 
	

	Project Name
	

	Capacity (MW)
	

	Technology Type(s)
	

	Existing Connection Agreement Reference Number 
	

	Have you attached a copy of your connection agreement? 
	[Yes/No] 
[Document Name]
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